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Abstract. In this talk, I cover topics related to conducting and writing a research thesis proposal 
with represents the foundation of the thesis. In particular, I will present details about doing solid 
literature review which consists of summary and synthesis of existing contributions and finding a 
“good” research thesis topic. Throughout the talk, examples, from computer engineering, will be 
used to help stimulating/engaging the audience. 
 
Biography. Abdelhakim Hafid is Full Professor at the University of Montreal, where he founded 
the Network Research Lab (NRL) in 2005. He is also research fellow at CIRRELT 
(Interuniversity Research Center on Enterprise Networks, Logistics and Transportation). He 
graduated more than two dozen graduate students; he published more than 175 journal and 
conference papers; he also holds 3 US patents. Prior to joining Univ. of Montreal, he spent 
several years, as senior research scientist, at Telcordia Technologies (formerly Bell 
Communications Research), NJ, US working on major research projects on the management of 
next generation networks including wireless and optical networks. He was also Assistant 
Professor at University of Western Ontario (UWO), Canada, Research director of Advance 
Communication Engineering Center (venture established by UWO, Bell Canada and Bay 
Networks), Canada, researcher at CRIM, Canada, visiting scientist at GMD-Fokus, Berlin, 
Germany and visiting professor at University of Evry, France. Dr. A. Hafid has extensive 
academic and industrial research experience in the area of the management of next generation 
networks including wireless and optical networks, QoS management, distributed multimedia 
systems, and communication protocols. 


